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Presentation of Awards
All awards will be presented at the awards session on Sunday, June 22 at 10am. 
All welcome.

Awards will be made in the following categories:

* Best Actor * Best Actress
* Best Actor in a supporting role * Best Actress in a supporting role
* Best Ensemble Performance * Best Direction 
* Best Production * Best Production - Runner Up
* Best Set * Best Costumes
* Best Unpublished play * Adjudicator’s special award
* John Axford Memorial Award * Apex 40 Award

The awards will be presented by Dr Carl Caulfield.

The John Axford Memorial Award will be presented by Mrs Juliet Axford.

If, in the adjudicator’s opinion, a sufficiently high standard has not been achieved 
in any of the above categories, awards will not be made.

The Awards
The awards, affectionately known as the “Woscars” (Wyong Oscars), have been 
crafted from timber by Barry Sampson, a member of Wyong Drama Group. They 
are based on a design by Jamie Sargeant, and we consider them a work of art. 
Thank you, Barry!

Refreshments: A café style service will be available throughout the festival courtesy of Apex 40. 
Please support them so they can help support the community. Many thanks to Lea Dumpleton and 
her team for keeping us fed and watered.

IN ORDER TO MINIMISE DISTURBANCES, ADMITTANCE TO THE THEATRE WILL NOT BE 
PERMITTED DURING PERFORMANCES. PATRONS ARE KINDLY REQUESTED TO TURN OFF 
MOBILE ‘PHONES, ALARMS AND ANYTHING THAT BEEPS UPON ENTERING THE THEATRE.



Welcome to  
Central Coast Theatrefest '08

It’s a pleasure to welcome you to our fifth annual theatre festival. After last year’s 
storms resulted in the festival being rescheduled, it’s nice to be back in our usual 
June timeslot. This year we are opening the festival with “JUMP”, a series of 
performances by Juniors from XtrAct Drama Academy and St Peter’s College, 
Tuggerah. We welcome these young performers as they take to the stage to 
showcase their talents, and get the festival off to a flying start.

We would like to extend a warm welcome to the theatre groups participating in this 
year’s festival. Some groups are regular participants, some have returned after an 
absence, and others have formed to present some of the plays we will see.

We have eleven entries this year, including three new, unpublished plays. We 
encourage new works, and it’s always a thrill to see them realized. We are sure 
that the standard of production will be as high as ever.

We’re pleased to welcome back, after an interval of three years, the versatile and 
talented Carl Caulfield, our adjudicator. A festival provides an opportunity to learn, 
to receive constructive feedback on our efforts and, at times, to challenge our 
ideas about theatre. We are privileged to have Carl with us once again, and look 
forward to his adjudication.

Thank you to participating groups, audiences, community groups and businesses, 
and especially Wyong Shire Council for supporting our festival. 

We hope that you find much to enjoy about this year’s festival.

Howard Oxley Ruth Jordon
President Festival Coordinator

Stardom isn’t a profession; it’s an accident (Lauren Bacall)



Friday Night Program
JUMP! Junior Mini Performances

About XtrAct DRAMA ACADEMY
Some conscientious members of WDG now run classes for young people, 
who are in the process of learning a range of performance skills.  The stu-
dents have had fun putting together these short pieces with Pam, Polly and 
Julie, and hope you enjoy their efforts.

7.00pm  Welcome address
XtrAct  Goldilocks and the Three Bears
From Roald Dahl’s Fractured Nursery Rhymes

Television Anchor girl - Mikayla Akhurst
Mamma Bear - Claire Froud
Pappa Bear - Nik Rosser
Baby Bear - Whitney Akhurst
Goldilocks - Alex Jones
Prosecutor - Jarad Rosser

Is Goldilocks really the sweet little girl she seems? Just ask the three bears!

XtrAct  Holka Polka  
adapted from a play by D. M. Bocaz-Larsone

BRENDA Isabella Olgers }
BELLA  Elena Atayde    } Young twin witches on a quest 
SPLENDA  Seonaid Sewell A very good witch; the twins’ mother 
SNORZ  Georgia Dorahy Really the Fairy Godfather in disguise  
HILDA Kate Rennie     }
HELGA Anabel Froud   } The head witches who have a plan. 
GANDOLT  Austin Kozak A wise wizard who wants to save the  
  magic
ZORKA  Emma Smeaton A wise-cracking witch
SWEET Chantelle Kozak A not-so-sweet witch
ZOOM  Isabella Olgers A witch who can’t stop talking 
WOLF  Kate Rennie A misunderstood wolf 
CINDY  Emma Smeaton A princess who believes she is ugly. 
EZI Austin Kozak CINDY’s wicked sister. 
DEZI Annabelle Froud CINDY’s other ugly sister  



FGM Chantelle Kozak The not-so-good Fairy Godmother 
PINOCCHIO  Seonaid Sewell A wooden servant of the PRINCE 
PRINCE Georgia Dorahy A vain, handsome but sleepy guy 

The witches are going to lose their magic unless they can perform a good 
deed and show a reformed reputation. They choose two good witches to 
release the sleeping Prince from a spell. Who is going to thwart this Public 
Relations effort?

Sc 1: A wooded glade
Sc 2: A short time later in another part of fairytale land.

INTERVAL  Refreshments available

XtrAct Out of Focus  
A workshopped piece devised and directed by Pam Campbell – a snapshot 
of relationships set in a museum of holograms.  A look at the influence and 
impact of modern western affluenza on teenage life.

Karen - Meg Timmins
Gloria - Maddy Parker
Andy-Lee - Laura Honeysett
Josephine - Tamara Abbott
Brad - Cameron Oxley
Phil - Nick McCarthy
Elly - Shannon Robey
Ashley - Kymberlee Isaac
Thelma / Mrs Rossi - Bri Kelly
Maree - Kalani Hirst
Izzie - Sophie O’Shea
Jane - Keira Perryman
Rhonda - Bec Smeaton

St Peter’s Catholic College MOH: Means of Happiness  
devised and workshopped by students past and present,  directed by Ruth 
Crawley, 

James Mulligan
Jarrad O’Brien
Stephanie Lowe
Jessica Vickery
Anike Newton
Bianca Hoskins



Lecturer in Drama/Playwright/ Director/Actor 
Carl Caulfield teaches Scriptwriting and Directing at the University of 
Newcastle. He also works as a professional playwright, director and 
actor. 
Seems Like Old Times opened the newly refurbished Civic Playhouse in 2005 and played 
to packed audiences. The Mystery Of Roger Mullaney, was published by Macmillan in 
2004. He also wrote and directed Subterranean Uni Blues for Conservatorium Drama at 
the Playhouse in 2005. 
Recent plays include Indecent Obsessions, which was produced at the Civic Theatre, 
and won a CONDA (City Of Newcastle Drama Award) for Best New Play in 2002. Human 
Resources, a campus comedy, won Best New Play for 2006. Dante’s Dream, about pre-
Raphaelite painter Dante Gabriel Rossetti, had a successful season last year. 
Carl also works as a dramaturg (script consultant/editor) for the Australian National 
Playwright’s Centre (now called Playwriting Australia) where he has been involved in 
developing new Australian work. 
Carl’s one-man show about British goon, Peter Sellers Being Sellers at the Civic 
Playhouse, Newcastle was performed at the Edinburgh Festival, Edinburgh, and then in 
London at the Man in the Moon Theatre, Kings Road, London. He won a (CONDA) City Of 
Newcastle Award for Excellence in Professional Acting for his portrayal of Sellers. Being 
Sellers also toured Victoria. 
He wrote and directed Night At The Wireless for ABC 1233. He won a CONDA for 
Excellence in directing for his production of Rigoletto for Opera Hunter. Aside from acting, 
writing and directing, Carl has been involved in many Debates, including being recently 
teamed up with Julia Gillard for The Great Health Debate at the Conservatorium. He has 
done stand-up comedy and many after-dinner speeches. 
He recently performed at the Gloucester Shakespeare festival in the role of Falstaff in 
Henry the 4th Part One, which he also co-directed and adapted for Stray Dogs Theatre. He 
has a regular monthly slot on the ABC 1233’s Friday Forum. 
This year, in July, Carl has been invited to mentor young professionals in Playwriting and 
Direction at the prestigious Eugene O’Neill Theater Center in Connecticut. He is also a 
Guest of the Playwright’s Conference. He will also lecture in Playwriting at the Tisch School 
Of The Arts in New York. 
This year, These Foolish Things, written and produced in 1998, will be reprised at the Civic 
Playhouse in October. Next year, he will be directing Brecht’s Threepenny Opera at the 
Playhouse. 
This is Carl’s third appearance at Central Coast Theatrefest as our adjudicator, and we are 
appreciative that he will share his wisdom and insights with us this weekend.

Adjudicator
Dr Carl Caulfield



Session 1 – Saturday 10am

1. Woy Woy Little Theatre
The Last Munro by Dave Watson

A young couple complete their first climbing of a munro, a Scottish mountain. The wife 
declares she will never climb another mountain until they meet an older climber.

 Cast: Sandra Judi Jones
  Mark Tyrone McMaster
  John Mike Jeffries
  Director Penny Dilworth
 

2. Romulus Players of Maitland Repertory Society
Flowers for Mrs Hopkins by Gladys M. Hogg

Mrs Hopkins is enjoying her birthday and is waiting for her friend to arrive when she 
receives an unexpected visitor.

 Cast: Mrs Hopkins Doreen Wolfgang
  Jane Adams Miranda Lindtner
  Postie Ginger Harper
  Visitor Diane McDonald
  Director Ron Hindmarsh
 

3. Elanora Players
Last Tango in Little Grimley by David Tristram

Little Grimley Amateur Dramatic Society is in trouble. The membership has dwindled to four 
– and the audiences aren’t much bigger! They need to come up with some money fast. 
“There’s only one thing that sells tickets these days,” says Gordon...”sex”. Thus begins the 
chaotic and hilarious antics to save the society.

 Cast: Gordon Huw Jones
  Bernard Matthew Burke
  Margaret Wendy Knight
  Joyce Vanessa MacArthur
  Director Kerrie King
 

 (to Tennessee Williams at premiere of film based on his play 
“Orpheus Descending”, 1957) Darling, they’ve absolutely ruined 

your perfectly dreadful play! (Tallulah Bankhead)



Session 2 – Saturday 2pm

4. The Butterfly Collection
Butterfly Lounge 

by Alexander Gibbs (unpublished)

In the depths of prohibition Chicago we find Elliot “Lio” Byrne hiding out in his favourite 
speakeasy, the Butterfly Lounge. But Lio’s past won’t stay quiet, nor will the Northside’s 
public enemy number one, as Lio quickly discovers that everyone seems to want... a 
“word”.

 Cast: Elliot “Lio” Byrne Andrew Thomson
  Maggie Byrne Leanna McNeil
  Amy Byrne Christine Grejsen
  Charlie Drinkwater Rose Cooper
  Ernie Tyrone McMaster
  Nancy Daniella Hoffman
  Herb Simon Heffernan
  Director Andrew Thomson
 

5. Romulus Players of Maitland Repertory Society
Last Tango in Little Grimley 

by David Tristram

What is the secret ingredient that suddenly has patrons queuing to see the play in Little 
Grimley?

 Cast: Joyce Ginger Harper
  Margaret Diane McDonald
  Bernard Shane Coleman
  Gordon Ron Hindmarsh
  Director Letitia Plume
 

I like to be introduced as America’s foremost actor. It saves the 
necessity of further effort. (John Barrymore, attributed remark)



6. Wyong Drama Group
Repent at Leisure 
by Cherry Vooght

Edith’s impending marriage to Lord Peter Munday exposes the confines of the English 
class structure and attitudes towards women.

 Cast: Mrs Baxter Ros Ellis
  Edith Cathy De Vries
  Aunt Margaret Jeanette McCurry
  Aunt Alice Wendy Potter
  Grandma Pat Trott
  Lady Munday Helen Schumann
  Rose Pam Campbell
  Director Millie Sampson
 

7. Newcastle Theatre Co
The recognition scene from Anastasia

by Marcelle Maurette. 
English adaptation by Guy Bolton

A young woman has been found - destitute and ill – in Berlin around 1920. She claims 
to be Princess Anastasia, the daughter of Czar Nicholas of Russia. Public recognition is 
dependant on acceptance by her grandmother, the Dowager Empress. 

 Cast: Narrator Brian Wark
  The Dowager Empress Kathleen Warren
  Anna Emily Price
  Director Barbara Delaney
 

There’s something wrong with actors, we’ve always been a sus-
pect breed. Socially, I find myself more admissible now in England 

because I’ve written books (Sir Dirk Bogarde)



Session 3 – Saturday 7pm

8. Ad Hoc Community Theatre
Method in the Madness 

Group devised (unpublished)

A journey through the causes, treatment and experience of mental illness.

 Cast: Joe Matthew Yeh
  Caterina Elizabeth Wheatley
  Sue Anne Lucas
  Patricia Karen Greenfield
  James Brendan McGrath
  Daniel Michael Johnson
  Julie Jenni Mazlin-Law
  Phoenixx Jenny Cohen
  Voices Karen Ractliffe, Cheryl Wells, 
   Ashley Nazzari
  Director Terry Collins, Margaret McGowan
   Darlene Cole
  Movement Francoise Angenieux
  Vocal Coaching Melinda Middleton
  Pianist Ruth Phelan
 

9. Newcastle Theatre Co.
White Lies by Peter King (unpublished)

When Ben gives his wife a cubic zirconia ring, her immediate assumption that it’s 
a diamond and her enormous excitement make him hesitant to tell her the truth. 
Ben’s little white lie leads to a cascade of events that will have every married 
woman asking what she would do if her husband hid the truth and every husband 
reluctant to fib to their wives.

 Cast: Ben Peter King
  Samantha Tracey Morgan
 Jeweller/Bottleshop keeper Mathew Haliday
  Director Nola Wallace
 

My acting range? Left eyebrow raised, right eyebrow raised. (Roger 
Moore, attributed remark)



10. U-Turn Productions
Merge 

by Neil LaBute

A man picks up his wife from the airport. She has been through an ordeal while 
away at a work seminar and he sets about getting the full story. Sounds simple, 
doesn’t it...?
 
 Cast: Mark Brendon Flynn
  Sandra Rose Cooper
  Director Brendon Flynn, Margaret McGowan
 

11. Wyong Drama Group
A Night Out 

by Frank Vickery

While her parents are at the pigeon club dinner, Doreen takes the opportunity to 
ask Eric around for a night of romance. However, after Dad loses the tickets, they 
are faced with one disaster after another!

 Cast: Mam Julie Bailey
  Dad Laszlo Weidlich
  Doreen Kayla Strada
  Eric Jerard Proust
  Director Millie Sampson
 

Acting is the most minor of gifts and not a very high-class way to 
earn a living. After all, Shirley Temple could do it at the age of four 

(Katharine Hepburn, attributed remark)



Acknowledgments
Wyong Drama Group wishes to thank the following for their support and assistance:

Production Team

 Festival Coordinator  Ruth Jordon
 Technical Coordinator  Ron Baker
 Stage Manager  Barry Sampson
 Assistant Stage Manager  Robert Donohoe
 Lighting and Sound Ron Baker, Paul Ractliffe, Paul Karton, 
  Khali Meredith
 JUMP Coordinator Robyn Weidlich
 Front of House Jenny Newman
 Ticketing, Box Office  Robyn Weidlich
 Master of Ceremonies Marc Calwell
 Publicity Robyn Weidlich, Rose Cooper
 Sponsor Liaison  Ruth Jordon
 Foyer Design Julie Bailey
 Poster, Program Design 
 & Festival Printing Graham Vale
 Catering Wendy Potter
 Awards Barry Sampson, Pam Campbell
 Raffle Pam Campbell, Kath Izzard
 Green Room Coordinator Helen Schumann
 Festival Committee Ruth Jordon, Robyn Weidlich, Ron Baker, 
  Pam Campbell, Ros Ellis, Kath Izzard, 
  Jenny Newman, Julie Bailey, 
  Pollyanna Forshaw, Barrie Sampson, 
  Millie Sampson
And the hundreds of other jobs... Members of Wyong Drama Group

ThankYou
Some people are addicts. If they don’t act, they don’t exist. (Jeanne 

Moreau, attributed remark)



Rules & Conditions

Competitors

All actors, technicians and directors competing in Theatrefest ‘08 must be of 
amateur status.  They must not derive their main source of income from acting or 
professional theatre.

The Plays

* The competition is for one act plays, published or unpublished. Excerpts from 
plays will not be accepted.

* The maximum time allocation for each production is 60 minutes.  This time 
includes the setting, performing and striking of said production.  Any production 
exceeding this time limit will be penalised.

* The minimum time allocation for each production is 20 minutes.  This time 
includes the setting, performing and striking of said production.  Any production 
failing to fill this time will be penalised. 

* Each production must have at least two (2) individual characters, each with 
speaking parts.

* Each production may not have more than three (3) minutes of music or singing.
* There will be no curtain calls.

Decisions

* The Technical/Lighting Director as well as the Stage Manager of 
Theatrefest ‘08 shall have sole authority of facilities under their control.
* The decision of the adjudicator is final.

All things considered, I prefer cinema to stage. The movie is just a 
silly stunt for silly people - but the theatre is more compromising 

since it is capable of falsifying the very soul of one’s work (Joseph 
Conrad)



Councillor Doug Eaton, 
Wyong Shire Council

Margaret Jordon

Lakehaven Motor Inn, 
Wallarah Road, Gorokan

Terry’s Engraving

Central Coast Theatrefest ’09.
Next year the festival will be held in June. Details to be advised. 

Wyong Drama Group wishes festival patrons safe travel. 
We hope to see you next year!

Alberts

XtrAct

Kennards Hire 

Scholastic

Maxine Kent Johnston

Supporters

All Seasons Garden and Giftware 
72 Pacifi c Highway, Ourimbah PH:43621107 
Fax: 43621190. www.allseasons.net.au

Meander Village
18 Boyce Ave, Wyong
Ph 4352 1371
www.meandervillage.com.au

 
All quotes from Cassell’s Movie Quotations, Nigel Rees, Cassell and 

Co., 2000



















































Art Display
Maxine Kent Johnston

Born in a bush town in 1937 to a father who wanted a boy 
and ended up with four girls. Not in the least a tomboy, 
Maxine began drawing as a toddler while sitting on the 
steps of her grandfathers General Store in Werris Creek. 
Plenty of practise made it easy to top the Art class through 
the years of schooling in Narrabri. The Art teacher sug-
gested she try for a scholarship but her father did not 
believe in further education for girls “It ‘s just a waste of 
money,” he said, “They just go off when finished their edu-
cation, get married and have a family.”
Meantime she pleased him with her performances in 
school debates, concerts, reciations and plays. On leaving 
school at the age of 15 she joined the Bank of New South 
Wales and also the local Drama Group. After eight years 
she married a bank officer and had four children in 4 1/2 
years. They moved every couple of years all round New 
South Wales until transferred to Sydney and from there to 
the Central Coast when Maxine’s husband became criti-
cally ill. He died soon after at the age of 54.
Now on her own, Maxine, pondered on what she was 
going to do with the rest of her life. Then she joined a 
Toastmasters club and took up painting in water colours, 
later finding her best interests lay in moving oils around 
the canvass for exciting results.
Her craving for a better education led her into doing a 
number of courses such as creative writing, comput-
ers and Workplace Training and Assessor. She taught 
a course of her own creation called “Speak Up With 
Confidence”, and keyboard skills/touch typing. After school 
sessions in public speaking and communication skills were 
run for primary school children, and weekend workshops 
for the Catholic Schools and Erina Heights Grammer 
School. Maxine was in Toastmasters for 15 years and ran 
many Speachcraft Programmes and started the first Day-
Time club on the Central Coast.

Maxine had been yearning to paint again, so four years 
ago she joined the Tuggerah Lakes Art Society. She says 
this was one of the best things she has done in her life as 
painting brings her so much pleasure and helps her forget 
she is growing old. Maxine has tried gouache and water 
colours but works mainly in oils and acrylics. Her next plan 
is to do a series of black and white paintings, and they 
may be ready for her next exhibition in September.
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The secret of acting is sincerity - and if you can fake that, you’ve got it made 
(George Burns, attributed remark)











































   
  
      


