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Behind The Scenes

Production Manager Robyn Weidlich
Stage Manager Stuart Mortimer
Assistant Stage Manager Ros Ellis
Backstage Crew Steve De Vries
Set Design and Construction  Barry Sampson, Steve De Vries, 

Pollyanna Forshaw, Laci Weidlich, Ron 
Baker, Marc Calwell, John Humphries, 
James Chambers, Darlene Cole, Simone 
Woodman, Ros Ellis, Julie Bailey, Karen 
Edwards, Millie Sampson, Paul Ractliffe, 
Nikki De Vries

Costumes Wendy Potter and Nan Hawtin
Make-up Helen Schumann
Hair Stylist Kellie Mortimer
Suppers Karen Edwards, Kate Clark, Pam 

Campbell and WDG members
Lighting & Sound Craig Lawton and Simone Woodman 

Youth Connections trainees from St 
Peter’s Catholic College – Sarah Harvey 
& Emma Hinder-Smith 

Photography Matthew Richards and Robyn Weidlich
Programs and Printing Graham Vale
Front of House Jenny Newman, Robyn Weidlich and 

WDG members
Publicity Robyn Weidlich, Julie Bailey, Matthew 

Richards
Bookings Robyn Weidlich

Special thanks to the Soroptimists for their valuable contribution to a 
special opening night.

Many thanks to all the Wyong Drama Group members and friends who 
have lent a hand. Your support is greatly appreciated.

A life member of Wyong Drama Group, Pollyanna has 
been performing, working backstage, lighting, co-ordinating 
suppers and very occasionally directing for over thirty years.  
She has appeared in numerous plays from the light hearted 
farces such as Move Over Mrs Markham to the drama 
of Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolfe? and Death Trap and 
musicals including Showboat, Hello Dolly and Gypsy (with 
Gosford Musical Society.) Pollyanna most recently appeared 
as Maggie Jones in the GMS production of 42nd Street. A 

highlight of a two year stint away was working with talented youth in East Timor to 
develop and present performances addressing the issue of domestic violence in the 
community. 

Bonnie was there at nearly the very beginning of Wyong 
Drama Group. Her fine acting talents were recognized 
when she won best actress for her role in String of Amber 
in the former Festival of Arts competition held throughout 
NSW. She has directed a staggering number of plays for 
the group from her ‘pot boiler’ farces such as Move over 
Mrs Markham and It Runs in the Family, to the seriously 
atmospheric productions including Ladies in  Retirement 
and Night Must Fall. Last year her moving return 
production of Peter Kocan’s Home Fires Burning won 
several awards at the group’s Theatrefest Encore 2004, including richly deserved Best 
Director and Best Ensemble – an award Bonnie is always most pleased to achieve as it 
truly recognises the triumphant success of the whole team effort. 

Director’s Note
‘Allo ‘Allo on television ran for 
far longer than the original 
programmers thought. Why? For 
me the answer lies in our need 
to have a good laugh, and this 
send up of the serious war drama 
provided many.  While we cannot 
downplay the awful tragedy of 
war, we can appreciate those 
immersed in the everyday of such 
an existence and realize that they, 
too, needed to find the humour 
and the “survival kit” attitude. 

Every stage production is a 
supreme team effort. ‘Allo ‘Allo is 
a complex piece to stage given 
the number of set areas (and 
we even cut those down!) and 
the number of costumes not 
readily available at Vinnie’s.  We 
have been fortunate to have an 
amazingly talented and patient 
team from the large cast to those 
co-ordinating props and wardrobe, 
constructing sets, the sound and 
lighting crew to the production and 
publicity team. I especially want to 
mention Bonnie Bryant who has 
mentored so many of us. My own 
theatrical involvement is inspired 
by her expertise and without her 
input, it might have been ‘bye ‘bye 
to ‘Allo ‘Allo before we began! 

However it is you, the audience, 
who provides the final link in the 
team. We are thrilled only if you 
have been entertained. And we 
are sure you will be. Catallus in 
Ancient Rome said “A day without 
laughter is a day wasted.”  As 
you sit back and enjoy the lives 
of René and the characters of 
Nouvien, we trust this is one day 
in your calendar that won’t have 
been wasted!

Pollyanna

Pollyanna Forshaw  Director

Bonnie Bryant  Consultant Director

Laughter is an instant vacation. 
- Milton Berle 

The most wasted of all days is 
one without laughter.  

- e.e. cummings 

Mirth is God’s medicine.  
Everybody ought to bathe in it.  

- Henry Ward Beecher

At the height of laughter, 
the universe is flung into a 

kaleidoscope of new possibilities. 
- Jean Houston

You don’t stop laughing because 
you grow old. You grow old 

because you stop laughing.” 
- Michael Pritchard

Usually found on the end of a telephone taking bookings, or at the 
Box Office Front of House, Robyn has been an active member 
of WDG since 1987 but still has not found 50 people willing to 
mortgage their houses to build a theatre for WDG.  Philanthropists 
please see Robyn after the show!

Robyn Weidlich Production Manager

Stuart has been involved in amateur drama on the Central Coast for 
20 years when he began as a youngster on stage with Youth Theatre, 
The Entrance. He has also appeared with GMS and Kestrel Theatre. 
Having performed in a number of plays with WDG, most recently in 
Hewers of Coal for our Festival, this is his first stint as stage manager. 
Watch out for his cameo appearance in ‘Allo ‘Allo.

Stuart Mortimer Stage Manager As you see, as well as acting 
and directing, there are many 
other  roles to fill.  If you are 
interested in joining our friendly 
group,  call 4393 1717.



Armistice Day

At 5am on 11 November 1918, World War I, three 
German government representatives accepted 
the armistice terms presented to them by an allied 
commander, General Foch of the French Army. The 
armistice became effective at 11am the same day, and 
as the guns fell silent on the Western Front in France and 
Belgium, four years of hostilities ended.

Every year on November 11th we give thanks for peace, 
observe a moment of silence at 11 A.M., and remember 
those who fought and died during times of war. 
We perform on this night, more than 85 years on, with a 
special mindfulness of the freedom we still enjoy.

The French Resistance

The French Resistance movement is an umbrella term 
which covered numerous anti-German resistance 
movements after the surrender of France in 1940. The 
French Resistance played a vital part in aiding the Allies 
to success in  Western Europe,  providing the Allies with 
intelligence, attacking the Germans when possible and  
assisting the escape of Allied airmen.  The relationship 
between Britain and the French Resistance movement 
was vital. Britain supplied the French with equipment, 
such as the radio in ‘Allo  ‘Allo and trained agents (such 
as Crabtree). The French Resistance, in turn, supplied 
vital intelligence reports. 

Post-war analysis of the success of the resistance shows 
that the 150 most successful acts of sabotage against 
factories in France between 1943 and 1944, used just 
3,000 lbs of explosives - the equivalent of the bomb load 
of one single Mosquito plane.

‘Allo ‘Allo!

‘Allo ‘Allo! was a direct-hit domestic sitcom and huge 
international success. At first sight, frolics in Nazi-
occupied France may have seemed a dubious subject 
for humour, but the show’s premise was not to make fun 
of the war but to spoof war-based film and TV dramas, 
A good deal of high farce and plenty of bawdy badinage 
also helped move ‘Allo ‘Allo! away from reality and 
offence, and the fact that it was a huge hit on French 
TV indicates that writers Lloyd and Croft succeeded in 
getting the right balance. (What Germans may have 
thought of it is another matter...)

The Cast
The French
René Bernie O’Brien
Edith Julie Bailey
Yvette Darlene Cole
Leclerc Barry Sampson
Michelle Jenny Sharrock
Mimi la Bonque Susan Reynolds
Nicole Nikki De Vries
The Piano Player Pat Trott
Peasant ladies Millie Sampson,  
 Jeannette McCurry

The Germans / Italian
Colonel von Strohm John Humphries
Capitano Bertorelli John Czerniecki
Herr Otto Flick Laszlo Weidlich
Helga Helen Schumann
Lieut. Gruber Marc Calwell
General von Schmelling Adam Young

The British
Crabtree Steve Cummings 
The Airmen Steve De Vries,  
 Stuart Mortimer,  
 Ron Baker

The Scenes
Act 1 Scene 1 Café 
 Scene 2 Larder
 Scene 3 Colonel’s office
 Scene 4 Flick’s quarters
 Scene 5 Café 
 Scene 6 Café side-room
 Scene 7 Café

Act 2
 Scene 1 Café
 Scene 2 Schmelling in café
 Scene 3 Flick’s quarters
 Scene 4 Bertorelli in Colonel’s office
 Scene 5 Edith & René’s bedroom
 Scene 6 Cinema
 Scene 7 Café
 Scene 8 Larder
 Scene 9 Café

Language

The show had a cunning method of dealing 
with language problems. French characters 
spoke their native tongue with pantomime-
style exaggerated French accents, but 
when they spoke English they adopted 
equally exaggerated posh Oxford accents. 

The English characters spoke English 
normally, but when they spoke French it 
was with a poor, almost incomprehensible 
French accent. 

This was especially true of the Englishman 
named Crabtree, who survived in Nouvion 
disguised as a gendarme and whose 
strangulated English-French gave the 
show its most memorable catchphrase with 
his customary greeting ‘Good Moaning’. 

The show’s other principal catchphrase 
was resistance leader Michelle’s, ‘Leesen 
verrry carefully, I weel zay zis only once...’. 

Researched and written by Mark Lewisohn

Laszlo Weidlich Herr Flick
Herr Otto Flick of the Gestapo is Laszlo’s first outing on the 
Wyong stage since returning from an extended sojourn on “that 
barren rock” in the purlieus of the Orient. He had to be dragged 
kicking and screaming into the role but succumbed with good 
grace after being shown “ze instruments” ... and the script. Herr 
Flick is, by his own admission, “an old softie at heart”, although he 
does have the odd foible and some rather interesting proclivities. 
In conclusion there is nothing intrinsically amiss with this 
fundamentally retentive character which could not be corrected 
with a weekly whipping and a daily dose of an efficacious emetic 
or a couple of Innuendos – (Capt. Bertorelli’s suppository of 
choice).

Adam Young General
Often seen treading the boards at GMS, Adam was snapped up 
for the role of the Big Bopper in WDG’s last hugely successful 
production, Heaven Can Wait. This gave him the opportunity to 
showcase not only his musical talents, but also his natural ability 
for drama, both serious and comic. Not surprisingly, this would-be 
stand-up comedian and master of the foreign accent is perfect as 
the German General von Schmelling.

Renée Chanovre Cabaret
Born in Toulon in the south of France, Renée has lived in Wyong 
since 1976, and entertains far and wide at various French 
functions. With her beautiful renditions of the songs of Edith 
Piaf, the “little sparrow”, Renée contributes generously to our 
production with her cabaret to put us in the mood before the show. 
Bienvenue, Renée, à Wyong Drama Group!

Our own woman of the French 
Resistance – “The White Mouse” 

Nancy Wake, a woman brought up in 
Australia, became a heroine of the 
French resistance.  Nancy was a strongly 
built girl with an exuberance and a 
zest for living which led some people 
to wonder whether she could really be 
equipped for the role of secret agent. She 
was later to tell her biographer, Russell 
Braddon: ‘My war was full of laughter and 
people I loved.”
Nancy Wake led 7,000 resistance fighters 
in missions to sabotage Nazi installations 
before D-day. Earlier she had helped 
more than 1,000 allied soldiers to escape 
to Spain. Like  ‘Allo ‘Allo’s  Michelle, she 
worked helping British airmen shot down 
over France to escape back to Britain. 
One of her comrades in the resistance 
later said that: “She is the most feminine 
woman I know, until the fighting starts. 
Then she is like five men.”
Nancy Wake’s ability to evade capture 
was legendary, and earned her the 
Gestapo codename “the white mouse”.  
She escaped her pursuers on skis, 
across a hidden bridge, driving a car 
pursued by an aeroplane, and on one 
occasion by jumping from a moving train. 
Her activities earned her a chestful of 
medals from France, Britain and the US, 
and finally  Canberra’s highest honour, 
the Order of Australia, at the age of 91.

Laszlo Weidlich

Adam Young

Renée Chanovre



Julie Bailey Edith
Julie has been a devotee of community theatre for the last 35 
years. She was hooked during her first role, as a chorus member 
of Oklahoma, for Braidwood Music Club. Since then Julie has 
performed in a total of 48 productions. She has been an active 
member of WDG for 20 years and was last seen in Wyong 
Theatrefest Encore 2004, as Mrs H in Peter Kocan’s one-act play, 
Home Fires Burning. Julie’s last role in a major production was 
Gabby in Life Goes On in 2003. 

Marc Calwell Lt. Gruber
Marc has been performing with WDG for the past 8 years in 
both regular and theatrefest plays, for which he was awarded 
last year. His love of the stage began with musicals including 
Chicago, Cabaret and West Side Story in Sydney before moving 
to the Coast. He then began working with Wyong Musical Theatre 
Company in their inaugural production of Guys and Dolls, as well 
as Calamity Jane and Fiddler on the Roof, before joining Wyong 
Drama Group. Having been a fan of the original television series, 
Marc is really enjoying bringing the character of Lt. Gruber to life 
and hopes you will also want to sit at the bar and chat with René.

Darlene Cole Yvette
Darlene has been involved in theatre for many years in a variety 
of plays, musicals and melodramas with her hometown Oberon’s 
theatre group Wild OATS. As a member of WDG her most 
recent performance was as Pearl in this year’s Summer of the 
Seventeenth Doll. Previous appearances were in Holiday Eve, 
Darlings You Were Wonderful and Sandcastles on the Beach. 
With a love of all things theatrical, when she’s not on stage, you’ll 
find her behind the scenes in the thick of things with her last role 
being that of Stage Manager and part of the creative team for 
WDG’s Heaven Can Wait. 

Steve Cummings Crabtree
Steve enjoyed his first WDG experience earlier this year when he 
played Roo in Summer of the Seventeenth Doll. He has had the 
pleasure of working on stage with Pollyanna in GMS’s Fiddler on 
the Roof. Steve hips you hove as many laughs as he has with the 
character of Crabtree.

John Czerniecki Capitano Alberto Bertorelli
John has appeared in countless roles for WDG, as well as other 
theatre companies including GMS, WWLT, Fringe Theatre and 
The Genesians. His most recent performances was as Peter in 
Hewers of Coal, Jonathon in Arsenic and Old Lace and as an 
ugly step-sister in Cinderella. Though his favourite medium is 
pantomime, he does love a good comedy, and ‘Allo ‘Allo is a one 
of the best known and respected of this type.

Nikki De Vries  Nicole
Nikki has been with WDG since our 50th anniversary in 2002, her 
latest role being as Marge in Home Fires Burning which won five 
awards in our 2004 Theatrefest. Now, as the gun-toting resistance 
girl Nicole, she is ready to support Michelle’s hair-brained 
schemes to rescue the English airmen.

Steve De Vries First Airman
Steve joined WDG for our 50th Anniversary production and has 
since been active as backstage crew, co-stage manager and in 
set construction. This is Steve’s debut performance and we wish 
him all the best.

John Humphries Colonel 
John is very new to theatre. His one and only previous 
performance was in the recent Gosford Musical Society’s 
production of 42nd Street. John is enjoying working with the team 
of ‘Allo ‘Allo and the challenge of this role. 

Jeanette McCurry Peasant
Jeanette trained in her early days in Sydney with the Rathbone 
Academy of Dramatic Arts. Her first show with Wyong Drama 
Group was as Aunt Martha in Arsenic and Old Lace. It is certain 
‘Allo ‘Allo will not be her last. 

Bernie O’Brien René Artois
We see him on the first Tuesday of each month banging the gavel 
in his role as President of WDG, but we haven’t seen Bernie 
on stage since he played John in Run for your Wife. To prepare 
for this role, he has immersed himself in wine, cheese and 
promiscuity, but not in that order. If he survives the rehearsals and 
the shows he’ll be playing an out of work actor in rehab. Donations 
of Knockwurst sausages gratefully received.

Susan Reynolds Mimi La Bonque
Susan has been with WDG since 1992 and has appeared in 
a broad variety of plays from the mystery of Wait Until Dark, 
the history of Bloody Poetry to the comedy of Picasso at Lapin 
Agile and Festival plays. She has fond memories of performing 
in The Crucible at Laycock Street with Fringe Theatre. Susan 
has entertained at children’s parties professionally but her 
performance in ‘Allo ‘Allo is strictly for René and for you.

Barry Sampson Leclerc
Out from behind the scenes again, Barry the master set-builder 
fits the character of Leclerc like a glove. His previous “outings” 
include Holiday Eve, Run for your Wife, dual roles in Arsenic & 
Old Lace, and in Hewers of Coal, which took out “Best Ensemble” 
in the 2005 Theatrefest. 

Millie Sampson Peasant
Millie has been in theatre for a long time appearing in countless 
shows and directing GMS Juniors in Joseph and Puss in Boots. 
With WDG she has directed Arsenic & Old Lace, Farndale Murder 
Mystery, and Hewers of Coal, which won “Best Ensemble” in the 
recent Theatrefest. 

Helen Schumann Helga
Helen has been resident make-up artist with the group for twelve 
years. After an appearance in It Runs in the Family, Helen found 
she enjoys the roar of the crowd as well as the grease-paint and 
the challenge of creating a role. She followed with Wanted One 
Body and The Farndale Mystery. One of Helen’s great loves is 
poetry: she has been involved in public recitations and has had 
her work published.

Jenny Sharrock  Michelle
Jenny has been with WDG for 7 years. She played Agnes, the 
cook, in Wanted One Body and appeared in Running Riot in 2000. 
Last year she played Mrs Bradman in Blithe Spirit and Elaine in 
Arsenic & Old Lace. She has had a lot of fun and laughs with the 
cast during rehearsals for Allo Allo and lends this humour to her 
portrayal of Michelle “I shall say this only once...,” the resistance 
girl.

Pat Trott Pianist
Pat has been in amateur theatre for some 46 years, appearing 
in Kuwait, Papua New Guinea, Sussex and Kempsey – the 
latter for the past 27 years. With experience in drama, musicals, 
melodrama and pantos, Pat has taken on just about every role 
imaginable in amateur theatre.

Bernie O’Brien Julie Bailey Darlene Cole Barry Sampson Jenny Sharrock Nikki De Vries Susan Reynolds Millie Sampson Jeannette McCurry

John Humphries John Czerniecki Pat Trott Helen Schumann  Marc Calwell Steve Cummings  Steve De Vries Ron Baker


